League Rules 2007/08 Season

1. The officers and representatives will be responsible for conducting the business of the league.

2. The league shall be known as the Hartlepool snooker centre church and district football league.  The league will consist of two divisions of not less than ten clubs in each division if applicable.  If the league consists of less than twenty member clubs, then the formation of one division will come into effect.  On Saturdays when Hartlepool United are playing at home, all league games will kick-off at 12.30pm.  As normal all cup games will kick-off at 1.30pm.

3. A registered player is one who has signed a league registration form and paid the registration fee of £2.00.  Both the form and the fee must be handed into the league secretary and a receipt obtained before the player is allowed to play.  Once a player has signed for a club, he is only required to re-sign a registration form the following season if he joins a new club or is transferred.  No limit has been set for the number of players each club can sign.  No player can be signed between the March league meeting and the start of the close season without the approval of the management committee.

4. A transfer form must be in the hands of the league secretary seven days before a player is eligible to play for his new club.  This means that a player cannot play for different teams on successive Saturdays.  The player must sign a registration form for the new club.  A transfer fee of £3.00 must accompany this form along with the standard £2.00 registration fee.

5. A second transfer from any individual shall not be permitted in any one season unless, sanctioned by the management committee to whom a written explanation must be given.

6. In the league and cup competitions no player will be eligible to play within twenty eight days after appearing in any of the following leagues; - the Football league, Northern league, Wearside league, Teesside league, Northern Alliance league, Northern premier league and the Durham alliance league.

7. No clubs shall be allowed to postpone a game at any time during the season from August to May, unless engaged in a Durham F.A competition.  Offending clubs shall have three points deducted and fined £10.00 with the game re-scheduled.  Any team not wishing a fixture during the season must apply in writing to the league and fixture secretary not less than one calendar month before the date.

8. A championship trophy will be provided for all competitions with fourteen mementoes for the teams involved.  Clubs shall be required to sign a bond (fee of £30.00) for the safe return of all trophies.  They must be returned to the league secretary no later then the 10th April each season, in a clean state, as failure to comply will result in the non-return of the bond payment.

9. In the event of a tie, concerning promotion or relegation the outcome will be decided on goal difference.  Only in the event of teams having identical goal difference will a play off game come into effect.

10. The promotion and relegation system shall be strictly adhered to.

11. A team at there discretion shall be allowed to use three substitutes who can be from a maximum of five names given to the official prior to kick off.

12. General complaints against referees or other clubs must be in writing in duplicate to the league secretary.

13. In the case of a complaint stated above, two copies must be lodged with the league secretary within three days of the game (Sunday not included).  Accompanied by a £5.00 fee to be forfeited if the complaint is not sustained.

14. Referees failing to take appointed and confirmed fixtures will be reported to the Durham football association, unless a reasonable excuse is provided to the league.

15. When reporting the failure of a referee to attend a confirmed fixture, please note the report must be in duplicate and also must be with the league secretary within three days of the fixture.

16. All late starts in both league and cup games must be reported to the league by the referee.  Offending clubs will be fined £5.00.

17. Goal nets and numbered shirts as well as corner flags must be used at all times.

18. Referees fees are £14.00 plus 0.20p per mile travel expenses.  Each club is responsible for 50% of the referees overall fee.  In the event of a called off game the referee is entitled to half of the overall match fee.

19. The league entrance fees for each season will be £20.00, with cup entrance fees at £10.00 per competition.  The league and cup entrance fees must be paid by each team prior to the December league meeting and the pitch fees must be paid by the January league meeting.  Each new team elected into the league will be required to pay a down payment of £50.00 towards the overall bill.

20. Completed match reports must be handed into the league secretary by 7.00pm on the Monday night following the Saturday’s game.  Match reports must be exchanged at half time by the team secretary.  The report must a brief account of the match along with a referees mark (minimum of five).  Along with goalscorers, substitutes etc.  Any club not adhering to this rule will be asked to appear before the management committee and fined £10.00 raised to £30.00 for three missed or incorrect reports.

21. The monthly league meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of each month and all member clubs must be represented.  Apologies will not be sufficient and absence will be recorded.  Any club not attending will be fined £5.00.  The meetings will start at 7.00pm.  All league business will be carried out at the monthly meetings.  However any business carried out at the discretion of the management committee due to a clubs non-representation will carry a £5.00 admin charge.

22. Three points will be awarded for a win and one point for each team in the event of a drawn game.

23. Referees must be contacted to confirm a game no less than three days prior to the date of the game.  The home team secretary is responsible to confirm the date with the referee and failure to do so will result in a £5.00 fine.

24. Any team tendering their resignation from the league during the playing season will be fined £100.00 subject to the reasons given in writing to the management committee.

25. The season will start on the third Saturday in august at the discretion of the management committee.

26. The league will keep a list of players banned from playing in the league and update it when required.

27. Any rules not covered or mentioned in these rules will be covered by the general rules of the Durham football association.

28. The league will hold an annual general meeting.  All clubs must attend and written notice will be given to all clubs.  Failure to attend will result in that club being excluded from the league.  In this case the club must re-apply in writing to the management committee, who at their discretion could accept the club for the next season.  Clubs owing money will not be allowed to enter the meeting.  Clubs resigning from the league must do so in writing at least seven days prior to the meeting.  Any items for the agenda must be handed into the league secretary in writing by the given deadline on the meeting notification.  All items for the agenda must be proposed and seconded by league members.

Cup Competition Rules season 2007/08.

Depending upon the formation of the league at the start of the season, the following cups/shields will be played for; -

Memorial shield

Arnold swift cup

Bob Waller Memorial cup

Millennium shield

Mason and Gerald martin cup

In all the above cup competitions the following rules will apply, unless a cup at the discretion of the management committee is played on a league basis and hence is covered by the league rules; -

· Rules as per league rules

· Only registered players can take part in any cup game.

· A player must have taken part in a league game, at least fourteen days prior to a cup-tie for the same team.

· Extra time and a penalty shoot out will follow in all ties.

· All cup-ties will kick off at 1.30pm.

· Teams who fail to attend or complete a cup-tie, unless engaged in a D.F.A game will forfeit the tie and be fined £10.00.

· Complaints/protests are per league rules.

· Trophies as per league rules.

· The league will supply the football and nets in all cup finals.

